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Traits of Totalitarianism
Key Traits


Description

Dictatorship and

- Exercises absolute authority

One-Party Rule


- Dominates the Government


Dynamic Leader

- Helps unite people toward meeting shared goals or realizing a common vision

- Encourages people to devote their unconditional loyalty and uncritical support to the     

  regime

- Becomes a symbol of the government


Ideology (set of beliefs)

- Justifies government actions





- Glorifies the aims of the state


State Control over All

Business

Labor


Housing
Education

Sectors of Society

Family Life

Youth Groups

Religion
The Arts


State Control over the

- Demands total obedience to authority and person sacrifice for the good of the Individual State



- Denies basic liberties


Dependence on 


- Relies on mass communication, such as radios, newsreels, and loudspeakers, to 
Modern Technology 

  spread propaganda





- Builds up advanced military weapons


Organized Violence

- Uses force, such as police terror, to crush opposition

- Targets certain groups, such as national minorities and political opponents, as enemies.

Creating a Fictional Totalitarian State

How are individuals in a totalitarian state molded into obedient citizens? How would your life change if you lived in a totalitarian state? To answer these questions, you and 2-3 of your classmates are going to explore the characteristics of totalitarianism by creating your own fictional totalitarian state.


Using the chart on this page as your guide:
· Invent a name for your totalitarian state

· Invent a name for your political party and create a party slogan and symbol
· What are the tenets/doctrine/commandments/ideas of your political party?
· Brainstorm examples in how you will establish control in your state. Consider the chart above to assist you. For each key trait of totalitarianism listed on the chart above (there are seven), include specific examples on your presentation.  You must include at least 4 of the 7 traits.
· Create at least 7 laws that will help you control your state
· If you have a secret police, what is the secret police’s name?

· List the effects on individual lives. Imagine how your people will live, such as working and living conditions.
· What kind of propaganda will be used? Cite examples of technology that might be used to spread propaganda. 
Make a presentation profiling your fictional totalitarian regime, including pictures.  This will be presented to the

class. Everybody has to participate. 
Have fun with this.
